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Rollo Takes A Walk ‘

Composer David Maslanka writes: “Rollo” is a complicated little idea, and when asked to explain 1t
I am often at a loss. Rollo is a fictional character created by the American composer Charles Ives
who lived from 1875 to 1953. Ives used Rollo in his writings about music as the model of an
average person with conservative musical tastes. Ives would say “Rollo would really like that tune!”
or “Rollo wouldn't like that one at all!” Rollo was Ives’ measuring stick for a level of American
popular taste. The irony was that Rollo wouldn’t have liked most of Ives’ own music. So, “Rollo
Takes a Walk™: he moves about among tunes that he likes, and some stuff that’s hard for him.
Finally, “Rollo™ is simply a quirky little bit of fun, a bit of a musical cartoon. [ hope you enjoy!

Prairie Dances

David Holsinger writes: Settled in 1876, Wichita Falls, Texas, became a cattle and grain shipping
center after the arrival of the railroad in1882. One can imagine the hustle and bustle of this cowboy
town in those railroad days where the “rambunctiousness” of the cowhand came tace to face with
the businesslike demeanor of the mercantile owners and the frontier gentility of the Ladies Society.
For my good friends...I offer this ‘celebrative’ cowboy dance to commemorate the rip-roaring
history that surrounds this portion of the Texas portrait.

The Klaxon
Composer Henry Filimore’s career spanned more than 50 years, and he probably wrote and

m:m:moaio_‘ocmzaﬁcmmn Hamzwozo EEmeSQ%Eom:.zmmomzamﬁagmgn 235. .o
original compositions for band and arranged another 750. :
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30, Filmore seized the opportunity to
ntent to simply play a march named for an automobile :o_.:. nry
reature the “horn” section of the band, in the march he entitled The

WIICTT [lIS D4Nd prayed at the Cincinnatt Auto show In 19
introduce a new march. Notg

could not pass up the chance
Klaxon.

Song Of Lir
Song of Lir is intended to suggest an Irish lament of caoine. and much of the thematic material is
derived from a [7th century harping tune called Caprain O 'Kane.

Lir himself was a king in the Western part of Ireland at the time of the Celts. He had four beautiful
children, a daughter and three sons. When their mother died, he married again. but his new wife was
evil and jealous, and cursed the children of Lir, changing them into swans. They lived for 900 years
as swans until they heard the sound of the first Christian bell coming from a monastery newly built
beside their lake. At the sound of the bell, the curse was lifted and they were restored to human

form, but were now ancient, frail people. A monk baptised them, whereupon they were able to die
in peace.

Song of Lir is not programmatic exce
the end of the work

The piece was commissioned by well known wind band ¢
in memory of their son William.

pt that the sound of the bell, struck four times, is heard near

onductor, Timothy Reynish and his wife,

The Awakening Of The Ents

This composition was inspired by the Tolkien legend, The Lord of the Rings. It was commissioned

mphony.

this thinly scored section, -
begin to awaken, short
ork, the tempo suddenl] y

by conductor, Peter Loel Boonshaft for his Connecticut Valley Youth Sy

The work begins in a very slow tempo that is in a minimalistic style. In
the inactive, tree-like Ents of the Tolkien story begin to stir. As the Ents
motives and melodies begin to emerge and build. Midway through the w
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